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SUBJECT / SIXTH FLEET PORT CALLS IN CONSULAR DISTRICT 
REP : TS OF 12.29.75 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . SINCE THE RECENT VISIT OF PRESIDENT V. GISCARD D'ESTAING ON 
JULY 11, 1976 TO VII .1 F.FR ANCHF-SI IR-MFR (A.M.) IN CONNECTION WITH 
HIS REVIEW OF THE FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN FLEET, THERE HAVE BEEN 
CONSIDERABLE COMPLAINTS BY LOCAL MERCHANTS AND HOTEL KEEPERS 
REGARDING THE LACK OF FRENCH NAVAL VISITS TO PORTS IN THE AREA. 
THE LOCAL PRESS, ON JULY 18, 1976 PUBLISHED A PETITION FOR 

THE NAVY IN WHICH THE VILLFFR ANCHF. SHOPKEEPERS EXPRESSED 
CONCERN REGARDING CURTAILMENT OF PORT CALLS AND REQUESTED THE 
MAYOR, COLONEL GILBERT BASTET, TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION. 

2. THE NICE MATIN OF JULY 27, 1976 CARRIED THE FOLLOWING 
REPLY FROM COL. BASTET : QUOTE PORT CALLS BY WARSHIPS AT 
VILLEFRANCHE-SUR-MER - WE ARE ALL AWARE THAT THE SHIPS OF 

THE UNITED STATES SIXTH FLEET ARE THOSE WHICH MOST OFTEN CALL AT 
VILLFFR ANCHF. A FEW YEARS AGO, AS THE DIRECT RESULT OF SEVERAL 
AND OFTEN VIOLENT PROTESTS OF CERTAIN LOCAL BUSINESSMEN AGAINST 
THE NOISE CAUSED AT EMBARCATION, THE AMERICAN ADMIRALTY, VERY 
EMBARRASSED, DECIDED TO AVOID FUTURE CALLS IN VILLFFR ANCHF. IT 
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SIXTH FLEET HAS RETURNED TO OUR WATERS. THE EXCELLENT RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE MUNICIPALITY AND THE CONSUL, MR. MURPHY, AND VICE 
ADMIRAL TURNER HAVE PERMITTED A RETURN TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
PORT CALLS. THE IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE ON THIS SUBIECT MAY BE 
CONSULTED AT THE TOWN HALL. THESE PORT CALLS ARE NOT AS NUMEROUS 
AS THEY USED TO BE FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 

(A) THE SIXTH FLEET IS ABOVE ALL CONCENTRATED IN THE EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN AS A RESULT OF THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

(B) IN ORDER TO CONSERVE PETROL, THE SHIPS DO NOT MOVE ABOUT 
AS OFTEN. 

(C) LIBERTY PORTS ARE DECIDED FOLLOWING CONSULTATION WITH THE 
CREW, WHICH, VERY OFTEN, PREFERS COUNTRIES WHERE THE COST OF 
LIVING IS LESS EXPENSIVE. IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT THAT THE 
EXPENSES OF A PORT CALL ARE VERY HIGH AND, IN ORDER TO REDUCE 
EXPENSES FOR THE SHIP, THE TOWN (OF VILLEFRANCHE) PAYS THE 
TRANSPORT OF THE SHIP S REFUSE TO LAND. 

WITH REGARD TO PORT CALLS OF SHIPS OF OTHER NATIONS, THESE ARE, 

AS THEY ALWAYS HAVE BEEN, PURELY ACCIDENTAL. AS A RESULT OF THE 
FUEL LIMITATIONS, OUR OWN NAVY DOES NOT HAVE MANY SHIPS IN TOULON. 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC, TO WHOM I SPOKE REGARDING THE 
PROSPECT OF HAVING MORE FRENCH FLAGS IN THE PORT OF VILLEFRANCHE, 
REPLIED ZITH WE LL SEE ABOUT THAT . IT IS NOT A PROMISE, BUT 
IT IS A HOPE. UNQUOTE 

3. COMMENT - THE PRESENCE OF AN AUGMENTED FRENCH FLEET IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN HAS CAUSED NOT ONLY THE MERCHANTS OF VILLEFRANCHE 
BUT ALSO OF OTHER PORTS ON THE COTE TO PRESS LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
FOR ADDITIONAL FRENCH PORT VISITS. COLONEL BASTET S COMMENTS 
REGARDING THE RESUMPTION OF PORT CALLS TO VILLEFRANCHE BY VESSELS 
OF THE SIXTH FLEET MARK THE FIRST TIME THAT THE MUNICIPALITY HAS 
PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGED ITS ROLE IN REACHING THE AGREEMENT WHICH LED 
TO THE SIXTH FLEET S RETURN TO THE PORT IN FEBRUARY 1976. 

MURPHY 
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